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Session 6
Good Stewardship

Steward:  One who manages (conducts) the affairs of another


: an officer on a vessel who attends to the passengers


:manager of an estate or an organization

Manage:  Direct or caring on business or affairs

Who asks you to give?

Employer 




Telephone & Coworkers
♦United Way




♦Cystic Fibrosis





♦Political – PAC



♦Heart Association

♦Arts






♦Red Cross

Family/ Friends/ Community     

Mail & Direct Appeal
♦College & University


♦Other Ministers 

♦School Fund Raisers



♦Local Church

♦Scouts





♦Salvation Army

♦Youth Sports

One of the great evidences


That people are on the road to spiritual growth


Is lived out in how they steward their money


Jesus pointed out that the heart



Is directly connected with treasure

Matt. 6:21


"For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
Biblical stewardship is a recognition that all things are God’s


And then a commitment to following God’s guidelines.

Who is at the center of your world?


Biblical


Atheist

GOD

<<<<
YOU

Where are you going on this journey?

The atheistic world, Those who don’t believe in God


Hold to the framework of Everything belongs to yourself


Thus the only basis for stewardship is toward what pleases self

· It recognizes no God

· And sees itself as Lord over its own will & and destiny

On the other hand

· The biblical world

· Places the emphasis on God.


It says “God exists and speaks”



As so  Stewardship becomes a “revealed” practice

What does God reveal to us through scripture about stewardship?

· God is the Creator and owner of all

· God makes certain demands on his property

· God expects His people to steward their lives



In accordance with His will

· As people practice good stewardship



God’s purposes can be accomplished

Good Stewardship = Honoring God as God

God asks us to honor Him

Through giving of 
· Tithe

· Offerings

· And alms

God’s word reveals the tithe as the appropriate way to Honor God


This biblical revelation of tithing begins with Abraham in Genesis

Genesis 14:20   … And he gave him a tithe of all.

Tithing was a common practice , even before Abraham among heathens

2. Tithing continued under the Mosaic law.

There was the Lord’s tithe which came from the increase

Lev. 27:30-33


30
`And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land 


or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD'S. It is holy to the 


LORD. 


31
`If a man wants at all to redeem any of his tithes, he shall add 

one-fifth to it. 


32
`And concerning the tithe of the herd or the flock, of whatever 

passes under the rod, the tenth one shall be holy to the LORD. 


33
`He shall not inquire whether it is good or bad, nor shall he 


exchange it; and if he exchanges it at all, then both it and the 


one exchanged for it shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed.'" 


You can also look at Numbers 18:21-32

This tithe already belongs to God


It was used for the support of the ministry


It was a first fruits tithe



Man made his living off the land



Thus the tithe of the land


Today we bring the Lord’s tithe 



As a “first fruit” of our increase



We bring it and it’s used for the work of the Lord

There was a festival tithe, Which had a different purpose, it was an offering
It was likened to a giant pot luck supper, where people brought this tithe to the temple. During Passover and other feast days and eaten in a collaborative feast.  


The principle was that stewardship is a shared experience



In the worship community

Deut. 12:5-7


5
"But you shall seek the place where the LORD your God 


chooses, out of all your tribes, to put His name for His 



dwelling place; and there you shall go. 


6
"There you shall take your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, 


your tithes, the heave offerings of your hand, your vowed 


offerings, your freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your 


herds and flocks. 


7
"And there you shall eat before the LORD your God, and you 

shall rejoice in all to which you have put your hand, you and 


your households, in which the LORD your God has blessed 


you. 

This offering was shared in the body for the benefit of the body recognizing the union between God and man

There was considerable flexibility in that a person could bring food   

Or could sell the food and bring currency and give that to support the fellowship and worship

There was also a charitable tithe, like alms

It’s base purpose was for relief of the poor, which is a responsibility of every believer of God

Deut. 14:28-29


28
"At the end of every third year you shall bring out the tithe of 


your produce of that year and store it up within your gates. 


29
"And the Levite, because he has no portion nor inheritance 


with you, and the stranger and the fatherless and the widow 


who are within your gates, may come and eat and be satisfied, 

that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of 


your hand which you do. 

3.  Other old Testament writings that mention the tithe


Refer to people’s improper attitudes toward giving


Or the restoration of proper giving practices



The most noted of which is found in Malachi









Any Questions?


Malachi, throughout his writing point out

· The people were not honoring God
1:6

· They bring God less than the best

1:8

· They thought little of it


1:13-14

· They are robbing God



3:8

· The reversal of robbery 



Meant for a person to bring the “whole tithe”



Into the storehouse.


3:10

· People were permitted to “test” God



On this point



3:10

· When people honored God properly


Their lives would be blessed
3:11

· When people honored God properly

Other nations of the Earth would acknowledge that they are blessed.







3:12

4. Tithing in the New Testament 

Becomes a continuation of Old Testament practice

But New Testament attitudes.


Jesus moved from the outward act to the inward attitude

Jesus never lessened the expectations of God’s law in every area He intensified those expectations

KEY POINT: He came to fulfill the law, Not destroy it

Matthew 5:17


17
"Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the 


Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 

He recognized the validity of the tithe 

But the neglect of the attitude

Matthew 23:23


23
"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 

pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have 



neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and 


mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without 


leaving the others undone. 

Luke 21:2  Widow & two mites
The tithe is a Biblically appropriate way to honor God as God.

Hebrews:
Offerings represent an overflow of love toward the work of God in this world.

Historically offerings were given to support ministries and needs of the people


The characteristics that separate offerings from “Tithe”


Is “free will”

Lev. 22:18-19


18
"Speak to Aaron and his sons, and to all the children of 


Israel, and say to them: `Whatever man of the house of 


Israel, or of the strangers in Israel, who offers his 



sacrifice for any of his vows or for any of his freewill 


offerings, which they offer to the LORD as a burnt 


offering-- 


19
`you shall offer of your own free will a male without 


blemish from the cattle, from the sheep, or from the 


goats. 
Offerings represent that portion of one’s income that is above the tithe and not needed for necessities

Biblical examples of offerings in this category usually represent building needs and missionary or evangelistic support along with the needs of the saints

Alms represent support for the poor.  We are not to keep track of this kind of giving.  But instead give freely not expecting something in return and not making a show of our giving to the poor

Matt. 6:3


3
"But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left 


hand know what your right hand is doing, 

We honor God through stewardship of the tithe


Offerings


And alms

God is recognized as God through the bringing of the Lord’s tithe. 

God’s people are cared for as we bring our offerings

We reflect God’s compassion as we give alms to the poor

3. God’s desire is that we honor man through good stewardship

We honor others through the giving of alms and through sharing that which we have

Acts 2:44-45


44
Now all who believed were together, and had all things 


in common, 


45
and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them 


among all, as anyone had need. 


We are also supposed to provide for our family and we are commended to save for the future

Crossroads provides financial counseling to individuals


This counseling is biblically based

We try to help people follow the 10/10/80 plan

That is basically this


The first 10% of your income goes to God


Another 10% should go towards savings



-retirement



-rainy day funds



-education for kids



-etc…

And then the final 80% can be spent however you like.  As long as you don’t get burdened with debt,  The idea is to live within what you make.
Participating members are those who are Good stewards of What God has given them.  
They honor God through giving of the 
Tithe – Offerings - And alms


And they have savings for their family living within their means.

Remember it is a form of worship
Questions?

This concludes the teaching portion of Participating membership

There are a few short steps from here


For those of you who desire to be Participating members

1. Complete the question sections of your books- Page 95


If you haven’t already

2. Make an appointment with a leader in the church



To have a confirmation interview


This interview isn’t a test



And everyone who walks into it,



It is our desire to see you become a member

They will walk through the personal response section of your book


Their goal is to help you 


In your desire to become a participating member
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