Lesson 1 - Introduction

1) Mission - What we are doing?

a) Teachings of scripture

b) Reach non-believers

c) Fully devoted followers

2) Vision- What we are becoming?

a) Knowledge

b) Obedience

c) Interdependent … family

3) Why Membership?



a) Biblical

b) Identifies the flock to leadership

c) Benefits the individual   
(a) Positional vs. Participating

4) Responsibilities of Membership

a) Personal purity             
b) Relational integrity       
c) Organizational loyalty  
d) Interpersonal maturity  
5) Privileges of Membership

a) Influence key decisions (input) 


b) Priority - minister to those identified 

c) Hold positions of leadership 


6) Seven Steps from Sinner to Saint  
a) Relationship


  

“BBQ FIRST”
b) Verbal Witness



c) Weekend Service



d) Regular Attendee



e) Small Group


  

f) Serve





g) Steward Financial Resources

7) Governance  
Lesson 2  - GRACE  /  growth /  groups /  gifts  /  good stewardship
1) Grace- define it
  
2) Scope of Grace

a) Changes the standing of sinners

i) Fallen man

ii) Christ's redemptive work - work of Grace

iii) Our response

iv) Result is we are re-united with God

b) Changes sinners supernaturally

i) Calls us to Himself

ii) Reconnects us to Himself - Regeneration

(1) Conviction
(2) Conversion
iii) Sanctification

(a) Contrast with world view

· Moralistic:  human effort

· Asceticism:  discipline - self deprivation

· Legalism:  Do's & Don'ts

· Self-improvement techniques

· Crisis experience

(b) God’s view begins with new birth & lasts a lifetime

Continued 

Lesson 2  - GRACE  /  growth /  groups /  gifts  /  good stewardship
c) Keeps us secure in Him - Can You Lose Your Salvation?
i) Arminianism - backslide lose salvation but then can never be saved again

ii) Calvinism - once saved always saved

iii) Our Position

(a) Secure in Christ

(b) Faith Relationship

(c) Obedience/attitude

(d) Retain the right to be lost! (Sin) 
Lesson 3  -  grace / GROWTH   / groups /  gifts  /  good stewardship
I. We are to pursue Spiritual Growth

Why?
(1) It’s Natural to Grow 


2 Pet. 3:18

(2) Spiritual Growth Glorifies God
Eph. 4:1
(3) Spiritual Growth Moves Us Away from Error

Eph. 4:13-15
(4) Spiritual Growth Gives us a path to follow

Eph. 4:15

II. What Tools Do We Have To Help Us Grow?
1. Bible - 
He is the Word

a. John 1:1-6, 14; 
b. Gen. 1;
c. Rom. 12:1, 2 
d. James 1:21, 22
e. Ps. 119:11
2. Prayer,  Solitude,  and   Worship

a. John 10:3-4
b. Eph 6:18
c. Matt. 4:10
3. Spiritual Disciplines 
Examples: Fasting, 
Regular Church Attendance,  Bible Study, Tithing,  Etc…..
4. Addressing Sin 
Continued 

Lesson 3  -  grace / GROWTH   / groups /  gifts  /  good stewardship
Core Value: We believe that the pursuit of full devotion to Christ 

and His cause is normal for every believer.
III. True Spiritual Growth Leads to Kingdom Action 
1. Grow up into Him
a. Eph 4:15,16
2. You become a necessary part of what he is building

a. Matt. 16:18

3. He is building a family

a. Matt. 28:19-20

4. He is building an empowered body

a. Acts 1:8
IV. A Question for you.

· Are you growing?

· Do you want to?

· How can we help?

Lesson 4  - grace / growth / GROUPS / gifts / good stewardship
1) Necessity of Groups
a) World's way – controlling
b) God's Way - unity based on love
c) God made us to be together (Purpose)
i) relationship & companionship
Gen. 2:18
ii) Service - large group (body) 
I Cor. 12:14, 20-27
iii) Edification
Heb. 10:24,25
d) We need Group

i) relationship that optimize life-change

ii) words of encouragement

iii) words of exhortation

iv) ladders of deliverance & mirrors of accuracy

2) Biblical Pattern vs. World View

a) World (self) view - all aspects of life in their own compartment (work, church, family)
b) Biblical view - all aspects of life integrated
Acts 2:44-47

3) Pattern of Jesus Life

a) Large group 
Celebration



Luke 20:1; Acts 5:42
b) Medium Size 
Bridge bldg evangelism/training/fellowship
Mark 2:14-17; John 6
c) Small Groups


Nurturing 



Acts 2:46;  Mark 14:32-35
Continued

Lesson 4  - grace / growth / GROUPS / gifts / good stewardship
4) Small Groups @ CROSSROADS

a) Love
John 12:34-35

b) Learn
Matt. 11:29

c) Serve
I Cor. 12:4-7
d) Reach
Matt. 28:19-20
CORE VALUE: We believe that a loving relationship should permit every aspect of church life and that change happens best in small groups.

Lesson 5  - grace / growth / group / GIFTS  / good stewardship
1. Define Gifts  - “charisma”
Service
2. Describe Gifts
a. Source of Gifts
A Favor received without Merit
Given by God to Serve the Church

b. Purpose of Gifts

Core Value: We believe that a church should operate as a unified community of servants with men and women stewarding their spiritual gifts.
3. We are all members of one body
I Cor. 12:14-26

4. Every Person Is To Be a Difference Maker

a. Empowered
I Tim. 1:12;  Acts 1:8
b. Equipped
Eph. 4:11-12
c. Example
John 13:1-17; I Cor. 16:15-16

5. How do I find my gifts?
a. Discovery
b. Development
c. Deployment

1 Corinthians 12:14-26 (New International Version)

 14Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 

 21The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" 22On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

Lesson 6  -  grace / growth / group /gifts / GOOD STEWARDSHIP
INTRO:  WHERE is your heart?
Matt. 6:21
I.  World's view
Who is at the center of your world?
II. Biblical view

· Who should be at the center of your world?

· Good Stewardship = Honoring God as God
(1) Old Testament:  Law - which points us to God
1. Tithe
a. Abraham
Gen. 14:20
b. Increase
Lev. 27:30-33
c. First Fruits
Nub. 18:21-32
2. Offering
 

a. Festival tithe
Deut. 12:5-7
b. Shared experience
3. Alms

a. Charitable tithe
Deut. 14:28-29
4. Attitude


a. Mal. 1:6,8,13-14
b. Mal. 3:8,10,11,12
Continued
Lesson 6  -  grace / growth / group /gifts / GOOD STEWARDSHIP
(2) New Testament:  fulfills the Law

Matt. 5:17

1. Attitude

Matt. 23:23

Luke 21:2
2. Tithe - Lord's
God recognized as God

3. Offering
Overflow of Love towards work of the Lord
a. "Free-Will"
Lev. 22:19
b. God's people are cared for
4. Alms
Reflects God's compassion  

Matt. 6:3

(3)  God's Plan
10 / 10 / 80
10%  ________________________________

10%  ________________________________

80%  ________________________________
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