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Session 5 Gifts 
I. Define Gifts
Then let’s move on to our topic for today,     GIFTS
What do we mean when we say “gifts” ? 

Gifts are all about service

II. Describe Gifts
A. Source of Gifts


The Greek word in the bible is 5486 charisma-

1) a favor with which one receives without any merit of his own


2) the gift of divine grace

3) grace or gifts denoting extraordinary powers, distinguishing certain Christians and enabling them to serve the church of Christ, the reception of which is due to power of divine grace operating on their souls by the Holy Spirit.


From statement number 3 we see that Gifts Are endowments that God gives to individual Christians that enable them to serve the church


They are a favor received without any merit of one’s own self thus they are not a sign in themselves of spirituality

In fact, The bible indicates that extremely gifted people can be carnal

The Corinthian Church apparently had every gift,

1 Cor. 1:4-7


4
I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God 


which was given to you by Christ Jesus, 


5
that you were enriched in everything by Him in all utterance 


and all knowledge, 


6
even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you, 


7
so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the 


revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Yet they were less than spiritually mature

1 Cor. 3:1-3


1
And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people 


but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 


2
I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you 


were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not 


able; 


3
for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and 


divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like 


mere men? 

B. Purpose of Gifts

While spiritual gifts are not a sign of spiritual maturity


The bible does tell us that they are the product of the Holy Spirit

And that the Holy Spirit’s reason for giving them is that they might benefit the Body of Christ which is the church.
Not for individual glorification, instead they are to benefit the body at large

1 Corinthians 12:7


7
But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the 

profit of all: 

As the church we represent a Community of Gifts



God knows we need each other

A healthy church is a place where every member of the body has an understanding of the spiritual gifts that have been given to them by God

And everyone is taking their place alongside others in using those gifts to the glory of God. 
Core value:  We believe that a church should operate 
as a unified community of servants with men 
and women stewarding their spiritual gifts.
This core value is consistent with scripture

Romans 12:6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them …

This is also consistent with our purpose of membership as stated in our constitution at the back of your book


“Application for membership should be understood as an 


agreement with and a willingness to become a working 



disciple for the good of the body of Christ and the kingdom of 

God.”

The purpose of Gifts is to equip the individual to serve in the Body


III. All Members of one Body –

The bible compares the church to a human body Christ is the head and all of us are different parts or members of the one body

1 Corinthians 12:14-26, Draws a picture of the church as a body in this picture everyone is  important and necessary if we don’t do our part  the whole body suffers

Let’s read it together:

1 Cor. 12:14-26


14
For in fact the body is not one member but many. 


15
If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body," is it 


therefore not of the body? 


16
And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body," is it 


therefore not of the body? 


17
If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were 


hearing, where would be the smelling? 


18
But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He 


pleased. 


19
And if they were all one member, where would the body be? 


20
But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 


21
And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; nor again the head to 

the feet, "I have no need of you." 


22
No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are 



necessary. 


23
And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we 


bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty, 


24
but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given 

greater honor to that part which lacks it, 


25
that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the 


same care for one another. 


26
And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is 


honored, all the members rejoice with it. 


We are all members of the same body
IV. Every person is to be a difference maker

A. Empowered – 
One of the core values of the New Testament is that members of the Body are the ministers.

1 Timothy 1:12
And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry, 

The word “enabled” there means to empower, this empowering comes from the Holy Spirit’s working in our lives

The Greek word used here “endunamoo” is the same root word used by Jesus when He said “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit had come.” (Acts 1:8)

God enables us to minister and the word ministry means service

1248 diakonia  to give aid to

B. Equipped -
          So here’s the concept that the bible gives us


God saves us from sin and equips us to serve

One of the challenging tasks that God gives pastors and teachers is the task of helping people to find their place of ministry (service) in the body

Ephesians 4:11-12And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12for  the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 
C. Example

The word “ministry” in verse 12 is the same word translated “deacon.” A deacon in the New Testament times was one who waited on tables

This is all illustrated probably best by the example Jesus leaves for us in John chapter 13.  It’s the story of Jesus washing the disciples feet

We see in this story that after supper ends Jesus gets up and takes a towel and some water and begins to wash the disciples feet

This was one of the most demeaning jobs of the day because peoples feet were dirty and very calloused

In the middle of it all Peter protests he doesn’t want Jesus serving him in this manner

But Jesus responds by saying this is what I’m all about Peter you have no part with me if you miss this 
in a magnificent display of servant-hood Jesus gave us and example to follow. Let’s read the ending verse there.


15
"For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done 


to you. 


16
"Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his 

master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. 


17
"If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 

The purpose of gifts is so that we will be equipped to serve one another

-- A participating member



Is one who is following a path towards proper gift usage.

V. How do I find my gifts?
You say; 
How do I do that? 
I’ll give you three simple steps 
1. Discovery

2. Development

3. Deployment

First Discovery - The Bible lists many spiritual gifts



Administration



Teaching



Counseling



Helps



Shepherding        Just to name a few

We have a class that is totally devoted to helping people discover their area of giftedness and places they can best serve the body that fit who God has made them to be. It’s called Network

We encourage every person to go through that class where there is detailed discussion about the spiritual gifts and God’s intentions for them

But you don’t have to go through the class to get started the second two steps were 
Develop and Deploy

You can just jump into any ministry around and start to see what fits

Jumping in doesn’t mean that you are committing to be there for a lifetime. We encourage people to explore ministry opportunities and through the exploration process you can discover more how God has gifted you.

Gifts are probably the most misunderstood area of the Pentecostal and Charismatic communities.  The focus is more on experience than on service.

This misplaced focus is the result of human desire rather than Biblical principle Jesus said we would receive power for service.

A healthy church is a place where every member of the body has an understanding of the spiritual gifts they have from God.
And are taking their place alongside others in using those gifts to the glory of God

A participating member is one who seeks to discover, develop, and deploy those God-given gifts and seeks a place of service with in the church with the support and affirmation of the body.

Do you know your spiritual gifts?

Are you responsibly using them in a place of service within the church?

Are you willing to Discover, Develop & Deploy your spiritual gifts under the direction of leadership

If so, Then we welcome you to come along side and serve God and man  with us.

Questions: 
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